
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
/ƻƳƳŀƴŘŜǊΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ                          Doug Mitchell, SN 
 

  !ǎ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ .t{ ŎǊǳƛǎŜ 

ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ ǎǇƻǘ ƻŦ ǊƻǳƎƘ 

weather but also some really 

fabulous days of sailing (sorry power 

boaters ς ƛǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ƳŜύΦ 

 

 LΩƭƭ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƭƛƎƘǘ ǎŜǘōŀŎƪǎ ƻǳǘ 

of the way first.  First, Jerry Major, JN worked really 

hard to set up, recruit and schedule staff, submit forms 

to the State of Michigan for a Texas Hold ά9a fund 

raiser and then, when the event happened, it was 

substantially a dud. He likely will report more in his 

Treasures report, but I believe we only netted about 

20% to 25% of our usual financial results.  So that was a 

disappointment. 

 

 Second and I believe this was circumstantial; 

our February member meeting only had twelve 

ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǘǿƻ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊǎ ƛƴ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŀƴŎŜΦ  ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ 

even a quorum so we transacted no business.  I think 

the circumstances that interfered with attendance were 

the proximity to the annual USPS national meeting and 

ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊƳŀƭ άǘƛƳŜ ƛƴ CƭƻǊƛŘŀέ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ 

take.  On a different note, the meeting was attended by 

a Past Commander/Past District Commander who is no 

longer a member and that would be Mike Maziasz.  It 

was good to see Mike again after some years so the 

meeting was not a complete loss. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Now for the good stuff: 

 

 First, I just spent a very enjoyable hour with 

Gordon Lyons and his wife Joan presenting him his fifty 

(50) year plaque.  Althea Doolittle wanted to deliver it 

as she spoke with Gordon during her time as 

Commander last year and he has had difficulty getting 

to a meeting so we brought the plaque to him.  Joan is 

also a full certificate and we all spent an hour discussing 

.t{ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŎǊǳƛǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ [ȅƻƴǎΩǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŘƻƴŜΦ  Lǘ ǿŀǎ 

ǾŜǊȅ Ŧǳƴ ǊŜƭƛǾƛƴƎ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘŜǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊΩǎ L 

have known and that Gordon and Joan knew. 

 Last Saturday, a planning committee consisting 

of Althea Doolittle, Greg Allen, Gary Jialanella, Bob Blau 

and myself met to review a membership marketing 

plan.  We had a great discussion and the plan is in 

writing and I am excited to see all the organized work 

being put in by a number of people to grow the 

membership ς especially with our primary goal this year 

being to get to a total of 168 members. 

 The boat show at Cobo was this past week and 

a number of our members worked the District USPS 

booth.  Greg Allen had done a lot of work organizing 

presentations and using forms from national to collect 

contact information from those we engaged who are 

from Oakland County.  I worked one shift and 

completed a couple of the forms as did Greg.  I have 

seen emails from other squadron members who worked 

other shifts with a few forms attached so I know we are 

getting some traction in our marketing efforts.  The best 

part is the addition of a number of these folks to our 

Saturday February 25th ABC class to be held at 

Bloomfield Township Library. 
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I  Dare You! 
 

 

 I saved the best for last.  Paul Loock, JN, who is 

instructing the ABC class scheduled for Feb 25th told me 

at the Member meeting on the 14th that he was worried 

that the students might exceed the size room that had 

been reserved which had a capacity of 15.  He said that 

ǿŀǎ ŀ άƎƻƻŘ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜέΦ  !ǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ 

(Sunday Feb 19th) Paul sent an email that there are 

currently twenty (20) students signed up and with a 

week to go and email blasts that have been sent, Paul is 

now concerned that a new room with a capacity of 40 

may not be enough! 

 

 This is fabulous!! !   

 

Doug 

 

 
Education Report    Lt/C Judy Delargy, SN 

 

Hello, Everyone! 

We have more 2016 Summer 

ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ƻŀǘ hǇŜǊŀǘƻǊΩǎ 

Certification (BOC) program 

finishing up their last requirements 

for Inland Certification of seminars, 

Fire Extinguisher and Canadian endorsements and the 

grades are being entered into the National Database as 

they are validated by the National Reviewer. 

Now we congratulate: 

¶ Larry Delargy, SN with Canadian and Sail 

endorsements 

¶ Denise Samu, P Canadian endorsement 

 

Lt Denise Samu, AP is expediting the BOC program and 

is currently collecting information about the Canadian 

endorsements.  If you have successfully taken the 

Canadian Power Squadron Class please send her the 

date and a picture of the card with the numbers 

showing. 

 

We are setting up the spring classes now and so far we 

have: 

¶ Junior Navigation started 1/9 

¶ Piloting started 2/9 

¶ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ .ƻŀǘƛƴƎ /ƻǳǊǎŜ ό!./ύ ƻƴŜ Řŀȅ 

compressed class 2/25 ς currently with 20 

registrants 

¶ Partner in Command in March 

¶ Cruising and Cruise Planning in April 

 

Birmingham Power Squadron offers monthly seminars 

on the second Saturdays of each month at West Marine 

in Troy.   

They offer a broad range of boating and boating safety 

subjects. They all begin at 0930 and typically last for 

two hours.   

Date  Topic  

11-Mar 

8-Apr 

12-May 

10-Jun 

Boat Handling Under Power 

Basic Weather & Forecasting 

Using VHF/DSC Marine Radio 

Boating on Rivers, Lakes & Locks 

  

 

hǳǊ [ŀŘƛŜǎ ǎŜƳƛƴŀǊΥ άtŀǊǘƴŜǊ ƛƴ /ƻƳƳŀƴŘέ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ 

Saturday, March 11, 2017 in Bloomfield Hills.   

tκ/ .ƻō .ƭŀǳΣ {bΩǎ ƴŜǿ άtǊŀŎǘƛŎŀƭ bŀǾƛƎŀǘƛƻƴέ ǎŜƳƛƴŀǊ 

will be held in the late spring. 

 

See the websiteΩǎ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǊŜŀ for details on all the 

classes and seminars. 

I hope to see you soon, 

Judy 

168 

 

http://bpsd9.org/
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Our òGreat Lakeó St 

Clair --  places to have 

fun all around the water.  

 
March  Meeting  

 
Rejoin your Squadron friends by attending the 

March membersõ meeting on 14 March beginning at 1930 ; Dinner off the 

menu begins at about 18 00.  

Members and guests are welcome.  
 

The meeting will be held at Shieldõs on Maple Road just west of Crooks Road in Troy ,  MI.  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Come for dinner off the menu at about 180 0 and our meeting and presentation 

beginning at 1930.  

 

March Meeting Program   

 

Long- time friend of Birmingham Power 

Squadron, Bradley J. Simmons  from the 

Lake St. Clair Tourism Initiative , will bring 

us up- to - date on activities around our home 

waters.  Learn about destinations and 

boating and other opportunities around the 

lake 

 

We have enjoyed listening and sharing with 

Brad in past years and we look forward to 

another excellent presentation to introduce 

us to the upcoming boating  season. 

 

YOU DONõT WANT TO MISS IT! 
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9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ hŦŦƛŎŜǊΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ             Lt/C Greg Allen, AP-IN                                   

 

I am happy to report that our efforts 

at the Detroit Boat Show were huge 

success.  We took a different 

approach this year in that our boat 

show staff was instructed to do their 

best to collect contact information 

from boaters that showed an interest 

in taking a class or in membership in USPS.  We all 

received boat show training via the power point 

presentation created by national and we also had a 

supply of the boating primer booklets to hand out to 

the most seriously interested contacts.  The job of 

collecting contact information was made easier for us 

since we were advertising our Feb 25th ABC class as no 

cost and including a 6 months complimentary 

membership.  I do not know yet what the final count 

will be but I expect that when the count is finalized we 

will have collected in excess of 25 new contacts.  My 

congratulations and heartfelt thanks to Gary Rellox our 

boat show chair and all of our volunteer staffers for a 

job well done. 

 

Following the ABC class on Feb 25th (currently 20 

students enrolled) we will be following up with 

recruitment activities yet to be determined.  Our goal 

will be to convert all of the ABC graduates to full annual 

members.  If we could make that happen, our 

membership would stand at 161 with only 7 to go to 

reach our 168 target for 2017.  Your marketing task 

team is busy looking at the best options to make this a 

reality.  

  

Speaking of the Marketing task team, Doug Mitchell, 

Bob Blau, Gary Jialanella, Althea Doolittle and myself 

met to begin the task of finalizing our BPS Marketing 

Plan.  A special thanks to Althea for hosting the 

Saturday meeting and providing lunch.  There were lots 

of good ideas shared by the group so I am encouraged 

that we will soon have a road map to help guide our 

recruitment efforts going forward and most importantly 

a road map to help us add value for our current 

members.  Stay tuned.  We hope to have the plan 

finalized in the first quarter of 2017. 

 

I understand VSC decals have arrived so I will be 

distributing those to our vessel examiners at the next 

opportunity. 

 

Greg 

 

 

 

The United States Power Squadrons® is the worldôs 
largest recreational boating organization with more than 
35,000 members. For more than 100 years, we have 
worked to make the water a safer place through boating 
education, civic service and fellowship. With the United 
States Power Squadrons®, you can improve your boating 
skills and knowledge online, in the classroom with 
certified instructors, or outdoors with hands-on training. 
By joining Americaôs premier boating organization, you 
can have fun with other boaters on the water and on land! 
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!ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛǾŜ hŦŦƛŎŜǊΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ  Lt/C Gary Jialanella, JN 
 

The boat show was a lot of fun, and I 

would like to thank Larry and Judy 

Delargy and Bob Blau for 

volunteering with Jane and me.  We 

completed 11 contact sheets and 

talked to many interested people.   

As I mentioned last month, we have a full program 

schedule until summer.  The February speaker, Abby 

Lane, from the Clinton River Watershed Council gave an 

ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘ ά¢ƘŜ ²ŀǘŜǊǎƘŜŘ {ǘƻǊȅΦέ  

She described what a watershed is and the areas that 

comprise the watershed for the Clinton River.  She also 

discussed past, current and future projects for her 

team. 

 

The March speaker will be Bradly Simons from Lake St. 

Clair Tourism Initiative.  He gave a presentation a couple 

of years ago to BPS, but I think that it will be exciting to 

hear about the new attractions on Lake St. Clair.  Other 

speakers include April - Keith Kompoltowicz, U.S. Army 

Corps of Engineers Detroit District and May ς  Greg 

Allen,  BPS, Topic; A Cruise in the Virgin Islands.      

 

We are also working on the rendezvous for this 

summer, and right now we have Markley Rendezvous 

scheduled for June 3rd.  This will be a great event as we 

will be partnering with the US Coast Guard Auxiliary 

(VSE) for vessel safety checks.    Also, we submitted the 

dates of August 4-6 for the NCYC rendezvous, and we 

are waiting for their Board approval.  Since the NCYC 

Rendezvous had to be moved to August, we are now 

planning to have the rendezvous at the St. Clair Boat 

Harbor in late June, and the Jarmon Rendezvous in mid- 

August.  As was done last year, we will schedule a 

weekday lunch at the Old Club.  Finally, we have 

decided to do something new this year, and it is called 

ά[ǳƴŎƘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ²ŀǘŜǊέΦ  ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƻƴŎŜ ŀ 

month, and it will consist of meeting at 2:00 PM on 

Friday to have lunch.  My initial idea was to have lunch 

at a restaurant but a suggestion was to have a raft off 

with a dish to pass.  Please let me know if you have a 

preference.  Details and dates of these events will be 

determined.   

 

The Spring Conference, hosted by Mt. Clemens 

Squadron, will be held at the Concordia Inn in Clinton 

Twp., MI on March 24-26.  Please review the flier on our 

website for details and deadlines.  The Jarmons are 

 
JOIN US! 

 
United States Power Squadrons® members enjoy 
many affordable and comprehensive programs that 
increase their boating knowledge and skills, have 
more fun, and connect with fellow boaters through 
a variety of educational and social activities. With 
USPS membership, you receive: 
  

¶ Boating education to help you become a 
more competent and safer boater 

¶ A wide variety of comprehensive courses 
and informative seminars to advance your 
skill and knowledge in boat operation and 
maintenance 

¶ Savings of 20% to 50% or more on these 
courses and seminars 

¶ Flexibility in scheduling your education 
through classroom instruction, on-line 
courses, and on-the-water skills training 

¶ Interaction with a group of experienced 
boaters who know how to have fun ς  
raft-ups, cruises, picnics, and get-togethers 

¶ Savings on boat insurance and many other 
products and services 

 
The only requirements for membership are a keen 
interest in boating related activities and an 
eagerness to meet like-ƳƛƴŘŜŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ ¸ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ 
need a boat to join. 
  
To become a member of Birmingham Power 
Squadron, contact membership@bpsd9.org. We 
are waiting to hear from you. 

 

mailto:membership@bpsd9.org


 

 
Page | 7  

 
Come for the Boating Education . . . Stay for the Friendsϱ 

  

asking for volunteers to help set up the room and to 

staff the room. So please get to the conference early on 

Friday to help set up.  Your help is greatly appreciated.               

 

Keep in mind that we are always looking for ideas on 

new programs, rendezvous sites and adventures for our 

members.  Send an email to ao@bpsd9.org with your 

suggestions. 

 

 

Gary 

 

 
{ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ               Lt/C Thomas Geggie, SN 

 

I am writing this article from the 

shore of the Atlantic just a bit south 

of Cape Canaveral, Florida.  Shirley 

and I have seen dolphins, but no 

whales to date.  We have down-

loaded and are observing the tides 

ς the spring tide last week had a 

range of a little over 4.0 feet, but the range is diminishing 

as we move toward the neap tide later this week.  We 

even have used the Rule of Twelfths to predict the timing 

of the changes.  Just a note: Spring, Neap (a frequent 

crossword puzzle clue), Range and the Rule of Twelfths are 

taught in our Tides and Currents Seminar and in the AP 

class.  In AP, we also have a lively discussion of the tidal 

ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ [ŀƪŜǎ όw9![[¸ύΦ  9ǾŜƴ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ 

expect to sail or boat in tidal waters, you will be a better 

mariner for understanding these events.  Our SEO, Judy 

Delargy, and our Seminar Chair, Don Fiander, will help you 

to schedule any class or seminar that interests you.  Drop 

them a line to let them know your interests. 

 

Back to reality:  On 24-26 March, we will be participating 

in the D9 Conference, which is in our neighborhood at the 

Concorde Inn north of Mt Clemens. 

 

We will enjoy the camaraderie of fellow D9 members and 

friends on Friday; our D9 Bridge promises a full morning of 

seminars and meetings on Saturday morning; and it looks 

ŀǎ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ ŘƛƴƴŜǊ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ άǊƛǇ-ǎƴƻǊǘƛƴƎΦέ  .ȅ 

ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅΣ .ƛǊƳƛƴƎƘŀƳ Ƙŀǎ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ ƻǇŜƴ ƛǘǎ άǿƻǊƭŘ 

ŦŀƳƻǳǎέ ƛŎŜ ŎǊŜŀƳ ǎǳƴŘŀŜ ōŀǊ ƻƴ both Friday night and 

again on Saturday night.  We will need extra volunteers to 

help Pat Jarmon scoop out sundaes and to eat up the ice 

cream 

 

Please note that if you plan to stay at the Concord Inn or 

to participate in the Saturday lunch or dinner, the 

deadlines to signup are really short.  Please see the 

attached conference flyers and registration forms for 

deadlines and details.  We will send you an additional copy 

in word format to make registration a little easier; you 

ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Ƴƛǎǎ ƛǘΦ 

 

Tom 

 

  

 

 

Please join Birmingham on 24-26 March at the D9 2017 

Spring Conference hosted by the Mt. Clemens Power 

Squadron. There will be  special menus to reflect a 

western theme and a Western Hoe -Down is planned at 

the banquet.  

The banquet dress attire is Wild West Attire.  

Lunch Menu 

GOLD MINER CUTS, A SSORTED BREADS AND SALAD  

WAGON TRAIN DINNER MENU:  

CHUCKWAGON SIRLOIN      CAMPFIRE BBQ BEANS  

FREE RANGE CHICKEN      TUMBLEWEED SALAD  

WESTERN POTATOES        BISCUITS  

BIRMINGHAM POWER SQUADRON ICE CREAM  PARLOR 

 
 

mailto:ao@bpsd9.org
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  Abby Lane, of the Clinton River Watershed Commission (the 

CRWC) helped us t o understand the Clinton River w atershed: where 

we started, where we're at now, and where we're headed.  

  

Commander Mitchell presented Charles Godfrey with his Senior 

Member plaque recognizing the earning of five merit marks.  Thanks, 

Charles.  

 Birmingham members proudly represented United States Power 

Squadrons® at the Cobo Hall Boat Show.  With new òboat show 

trai ningó encouraged by Exec Officer Greg Allen, we were better able 

to interest visitors to our booth and to gather contact information 

for follow - up.  Thanks to all who participated!  

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

Abby Lane of the CRWC  

Charles Godfrey receives his Senior Member plaque 

from Commander Mitchell.  

From left: Paul Loock, Mike Thorntonõ Betty Torres, 

Bob Blau 

Judy Delargy and 

Larry Delargy  

Paul Loock and Mike Thornton are ready to explain our many 

education and activity opportunities.  

Above and below:  Youth try their skill on the D9 

training simulator.  It generated a lot of interest at 

the booth.  
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The Continuing Adventures of Boater Ben ~ Episode 3 ς 

Spring Commissioning 

 

After being towed to the marina, and with a little help 

ŦǊƻƳ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ōƻŀǘŜǊǎΣ .ŜƴΩǎ ōƻŀǘ ƳŀŘŜ ƛǘ ǎŀŦŜƭȅ 

into its slip.  The tow-boat captain presented Ben with a 

hefty bill for the tow service and strongly suggested he 

consider purchasing towing insurance.   

 

¢ƘŜ ƳŀǊƛƴŀ ƳŀƴŀƎŜǊΣ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ŀ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ .ŜƴΩǎ ōƻŀǘΣ 

confirmed that the boat was indeed taking on water. 

After a quick inspection of the bilge he quickly found 

the source of the problem.  Apparently the speed 

transducer had been removed for winter lay-up but the 

temporary plug had not been properly seated and was 

allowing water to slowly leak into the boat.  The bilge 

pump was not operating and it appeared to have 

suffered some kind of freeze damage.  The former 

owner apparently did not pour anti-freeze into the bilge 

so that the pump would cycle and be protected.  The 

marina manager again suggested that perhaps a 

professional inspection was in order followed by a 

thorough spring commissioning. 

 

Sometimes it takes a scary situation to get your 

attention.  We have all had those light bulb moments.  

When Ben thought about how things might have turned 

out without the help of the tow boat captain, he 

realized that he would need to take this boating stuff a 

lot more seriously in the future.  He decided there and 

then that he had a lot to learn and he needed to start 

by following the advice of the marina manager. 

 

First, Ben hired a marine surveyor who advised that 

unless Ben wanted to pay for a haul out, he would 

inspect the outside of the hull and submerged gear in 

the fall when the boat was on the hard.  Ben agreed to 

this plan and a subsequent inspection was scheduled. 

 

The inspection revealed the following items:- 

¶ Fuel lines showing signs of deterioration and 

cracking.  Replace 

¶ Raw water pump drive belts frayed and cracked 

on both engines.  Replace 

¶ Hose clamp on starboard exhaust corroded.  

Clamp is not stainless steel.  Replace 

¶ Corroded wiring in bilge.  Replace and relocate 

above normal water line. 

¶ Batteries not secured and terminals not 

covered. 

 

Fortunately for Ben, the boat seemed otherwise in 

pretty good shape with no significant moisture 

problems or any visible structural issues. The above 

items were addressed by the local marina service 

department for $600 plus tax and tip.  

 

Ben then obtained a list of items that he should 

consider as per normal spring commissioning.  He was 

astonished to learn that there was so much more to 

boating than he had ever imagined.  Still, the events of 

his initial launch were fresh in his mind and there was 

no way he would cut corners again. 

 

IŜǊŜ ƛǎ .ŜƴΩǎ {ǇǊƛƴƎ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴƛƴƎ /ƘŜŎƪƭƛǎǘ 

ω   LŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ Řƻ ƛǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǳǇ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƘŀǊŘΣ ŘǊŀƛƴ 

and flush the engine coolant. Replace engine 

coolant, including additives, with that 

recommended by the engine manufacturer. 

Keep enough coolant onboard for one complete 

change. 

ω   Drain and flush the antifreeze material from head 

and galley water system until the water runs 

clear. 

ω   Check the amount of material left on engine zincs, 

and replace any that are half-gone. Keep spares 

onboard. 

ω   Make sure all through-hull fittings are in working 

order and free of corrosion. Work them back 

and forth until they move smoothly. Clean and 

grease if necessary, and leave in the open 

Life is Short 

Boats are Cool 

Play it Safe 

Donôt be a Fool 
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position. 

ω   Inspect all hoses and hose clamps, and replace if any 

signs of wearςsplitting, soft spots, or corrosion 

are present. Keep spares onboard. 

ω   Inspect engine drive belts. There should be no more 

than 1/2-inch play between pulleys. If there is 

more, the belt is stretched and should be re-

tensioned or replaced. Also make sure there are 

no splits, gouges, tears, or glazing. Keep spares 

onboard. 

ω   Change lube and transmission/lower unit oil and 

fuel filters. When changing fuel filters, do not 

prime them with unfiltered fuel. Use your 

ŜƴƎƛƴŜΩǎ ǇǊƛƳƛƴƎ ǇǳƳǇ ƛŦ ȅou have one. If not, 

filter enough fuel to fill the canister by pouring 

it through a spare. Keep spare filters onboard 

and at least enough oil for one complete oil 

change. 

ω   Charge batteries, and check the state of charge. 

Clean the top surfaces with a solution of one 

box of baking soda to a quart of water. Brush on 

and wipe off after any bubbling stops. Rinse 

with fresh water and wipe dry. Also check 

cables and wiring for corrosion and wear, and 

replace if necessary. 

ω   Replace all non-engine zincs. If any signs of wear are 

ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘΣ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƘŜƳΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ ǿŀȅ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ōŜ 

confident that you have a full year of 

protection. 

ω   Inspect all pump impellers, especially those on raw-

water pumps, and replace as needed. Keep 

spares onboard. 

ω   Examine the hull above and below the waterline for 

blistering. If any blisters are present, repair 

before launching. 

ω   Inspect ground-tackle shackles. Check your anchor 

line for fraying or degradation, especially where 

chafing occurs during normal lowering and 

hauling of the anchor. 

ω   Wash down the entire boat and check for cracks or 

any other structural damage. 

ω   If you used ablative bottom paint last year, clean 

and repaint the bottom. Most non-ablative 

paints are good for two seasons. 

ω   Start the engines and check fuel lines, oil lines, 

filters, pumps, and pressure caps for leaks. Turn 

on all electric switches to make sure everything 

works, and test all lights for burned-out bulbs 

especially navigation lights. 

ω   Check under carpets and runners and especially in 

closets for mold and mildew, and wash with a 

mild solution of bleach and waterςtwo parts 

water to one-half part bleachςor use one of the 

many products on the market designed for this 

purpose. 

ω   Replace spark plugs. 

ω   Clean flame arrestor. 

ω  Verify engine compartment blower is operational 

ω  Make sure the stuffing box or shaft seal is completely 

dry when the boat is at the dock. 

ω  Inspect port lights, hatches, and deck fittings for dirty 

or displaced caulking, water trails, dirt, and 

green corrosion, any of which signals a leak that 

needs to be re-caulked. 

ω  Test bilge pump and high-water switches and alarms. 

ω  Test smoke and carbon monoxide alarms, LPG and 

gasoline fume detector. 

ω  Check flares (expiration date) and fire extinguishers 

(charge), and replace/ recharge as necessary. 

ω  Check integrity of safety gear such as life jackets, and 

MOB gear. 

 

What went right? 

¶ Ben has recognized that he has much to learn in 

order to be a competent and safe boater 

¶ Ben scheduled and completed a professional 

inspection.  The inspection revealed items that if 

left unattended would inevitably resulted in various 

crisis situations. 

¶ Ben has obtained a spring commissioning checklist 

and is intending to follow it to the letter. 

What went wrong? 

¶ bƻǘƘƛƴƎ ǿŜƴǘ ǿǊƻƴƎΧ.Ŝƴ ƛǎ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ 

 

To be continued ƴŜȄǘ ƳƻƴǘƘ ΧΧΧ9ǇƛǎƻŘŜ п Ϥ ±ŜǎǎŜƭ 

Safety Check 
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Birmingham Power Squadron 
2017 Elected Officers and Committees 

 

Bridge Email 
Commander:                                    Douglas Mitchell, SN                           cdr@bpsd9.org 

Executive Officer:                           Greg Allen, AP-IN                           xo@bpsd9.org 

Administrative Officer:                  Gary Jialanella, JN                           ao@bpsd9.org 

Education Officer:                           Judith Delargy, SN                           seo@bpsd9.org 

Treasurer:                                         Gerald Major, JN                           treasurer@bpsd9.org 

Secretary:                                          Thomas Geggie, SN                           secretary@bpsd9.org 

Asst. Education Officer:                 Paul Loock, JN                           aseo@bpsd9.org 

Assistant Secretary:                        David Bartilson, AP                           asecretary@bpsd9.org  

 
Executive Committee  Audit Committee  Rules Committee  Nominating Committee 
Bridge members, plus  Stf/C Denise Samu, AP  P/N/F/L Dick Jarmon, SN P/C Althea Doolittle, SN 
P/C Althea Doolittle, SN  Charles Samu, AP  P/C Betty Torres, JN  P/C Betty Torres, JN 
P/C Patricia Jarmon, SN  Gary Rellox, P   P/C Bob Blau, SN  Betsy Loock, P 
P/C David Kowalski, SN 
1st L Paul Loock, JN 
 

 

Other Contacts 

 
BPS Webmaster   Lt Bonnie George, P   webmaster@bpsd9.org  
 
The Bilge Chatter Editor:   L/C Tom Geggie, SN    secretary@bpsd9.org 

Newsletter articles/photos are due by the 20th of the month. 
 
Facebook Chair    Lt Carolyn Mitchell   facebook@bpsd9.org  
 
Vessel Safety Check Chair  Lt/C Greg Allen, AP-IN   vsc@bpsd9.org  

 

For membership information, contact P/C David Kowalski, SN   membership@bpsd9.org 
 
The award-winning Bilge Chatter is published 10 times a year by Birmingham Power Squadron. The deadline for submission of all 

materials is the 20th of each month. Until further notice, all articles should be submitted to the editor, L/C Thomas Geggie, SN, at 

secretary@bpsd9.org. Text should be submitted in Word format whenever possible.  Please notify the editor of any change in 

address. Articles may be reprinted without permission if credit is given to Birmingham Power Squadron and the Bilge Chatter. 

Opinions expressed within do not necessarily reflect the opinion of USPS® or of Birmingham Power Squadron. 

 

Trademark Statement:®The USPS Ensign (Flag Design), "Wheel-and-Flag Design", "Officer Trident Design", "United States Power 

{ǉǳŀŘǊƻƴǎϦΣ Ϧ¦{t{ϦΣ Ϧ¢ƘŜ 9ƴǎƛƎƴϦΣ ϦǘƘŜ {ǉǳŀŘǊƻƴϦ ǿƛǘƘ ŦƭŀƎ ƎǊŀǇƘƛŎΣ άtŀŘŘƭŜ {ƳŀǊǘέΣ ά¦{t{ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅέΣ Ϧ.ƻŀǘ Smart", "Jet Smart", 

and "America's Boating Club" are registered trademarks of United States Power Squadrons. The Squadron Boating Course is a service 

mark of United States Power Squadrons. The "USPS Trade Dress" is a trademark of United States Power Squadrons. 

 
 

mailto:cdr@bpsd9.org
mailto:xo@bpsd9.org
mailto:ao@bpsd9.org
mailto:seo@bpsd9.org
mailto:treasurer@bpsd9.org
mailto:secretary@bpsd9.org
mailto:aseo@bpsd9.org
mailto:asecretary@bpsd9.org
mailto:webmaster@bpsd9.org
mailto:secretary@bpsd9.org
mailto:facebook@bpsd9.org
mailto:vsc@bpsd9.org
mailto:membership@bpsd9.org
mailto:secretary@bpsd9.org
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John Cauffiel  

Philip Doolittle  

Mike Downie 

Denise M. Drake  

Glen Hook 

Carl Just  

David Kowalski 

Craig J. McLeod  

Christine S. Seno  

Richard  Sheeran 

Ronald G. Simpson 

Richard W. Wagner  

March Birthdays  

 

Our squadron burgee, first flown in 1964, is a 
pennant design with a white seahorse and 
white stars on a field of blue. The seahorse 
represents the original home of the squadron, 
The Open Hunt Club of Bloomfield Hills. The 
three stars represent the three neighboring 
Power Squadrons: Detroit, Grosse Pointe and 
Mt. Clemens, that provided a majority of the 
charter members and invaluable assistance.  
The blue field represents the Great Lakes and 
Michigan waters.  The burgee was designed by 
the daughter of Richard W Shirk, who became 
our 5th Commander. 
 
Many Birmingham members proudly fly the 
USPS Ensign or Birmingham burgee on their 
boats and wear their name tags and clothing 
displaying the United States Power Squadrons® 
ƻǊ ǎǉǳŀŘǊƻƴ [ƻƎƻǎΦ  hǳǊ {ƘƛǇΩǎ Store Officer, 
Betty Torres, can help you purchase these 
items. 
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Birmingham Power Squadron Calendar  
March and April  

 
 

Date and Time  Event  Location  

 

 

7 March 1900  

 

 

EXCOM Meeting  

 

The Golden Crown (Chinese Restaurant)  

43239 Woodward Ave., Bloomfield Hills, 

MI 48302 .  All members are welcome.  

 

 

14 March 1930  

 

 

Member Meeting  

Bradley J. Simmons -  

Lake St. Clair Tourism 

Initiative   
 

 

Shieldõs on Maple Road just west of 

Crooks Road in Troy, MI. Dinner from 

the menu beforehand.  

 

 

 

24 ð 26 March  

 

 

Spring D9 Conference  

 

ConCorde Inn, Clinton Twp., MI.  

Information and registration forms 

follow below.  

 

 

 

4 April  

 

 

EXCOM Meeting  

 

The Golden Crown (Chinese Restaurant)  

43239 Woodward Ave., Bloomfield Hills, 

MI 48302 .  All members are welcome.  

 

 

11 April  

Member Meeting  

Keith Kompoltowicz  -  

Hydrology Branch,  U.S. 

Army Corps of 

Engineers,  Detroit 

District  

 

Shieldõs on Maple Road just west of 

Crooks Road in Troy, MI. Dinner from 

the menu beforehand.  

 

 
  

EXCOM meetings begin at 1900 with dinner off the menu beginning at 1800.  All members 

are welcome to attend.  Unless contrary notice is given, all Member Meetings will be held at 

Shields at 1476 W. Maple Rd., Troy, MI beginning at 1930 with dinner off the menu and 

camaraderie beginning at 1830.  

 
We make every effort to see that t his calendar is accurate when published.  For additions, 

changes in times and locations, and details on classes and other events, check the Squadron 

Web Site at www.bpsd9.org.  



 

 
Page | 14  

 
Come for the Boating Education . . . Stay for the Friendsϱ 

  

 


